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NR High School | J

grad charged in
child’s death

Brian Merkt, a 1992 New
Richmond High School graduate,
is charged with murder for the

death of his girlfriend's 3-year-

old daughter.

- Mackenzie Bussiere, daughter
of Justina Herdahl Bussiere of
Shakopee, Minn., and Sean
Bussiere of Roberts, died at
Children's Health Center in

Minneapolis on Monday, March -

11 as a result of trauma to the
head, according to doctors at the
hospital.

The evaluation of 3-year-old

" Bussiere at Children's Hospital

revealed multiple injuries, includ-

. ing bruises around the face, but-

tocks, chest and forehead, with
abrasions on the abdomen,
according to the criminal com-
plaint filed against Merkt in Scott
County, Minn. '

"There was also a burn-like
injury on the right arm and
chest,” the complaint states. "The
examining physician noted that
M.B. was a child with obvious
physical abuse leading to severe
cranial trauma and severe brain
swelling."

Merkt was the only adult at
home at 2111 East Valleyview
Road in Shakopee on Saturday,

March 9 when Bussiere was'

injured. Bussiere's mother was
out shopping at the time.

Merkt phoned 9-1-1 at 2:11

p.m. to report that the child fell
down the stairs and was not
breathing,.

The first officer on the scene
began CPR after he found the 3-
year-old girl on the floor, naked,
not breathing and without a pulse,
according to the complaint.

Although Merkt told the offi- -

cer that the child fell down the
stairs and had vomited, the offi-
cer at the scene did not notice any
odor of vomit. Bussiere was
taken to St. Francis Hospital in

Shakopee and airlifted to

Chiidren's Hospital.

Officers at the residence spoke -
to Bussiere's 5-year-old sister
who told them that Merkt was

“beating up" her sister.

Merkt told officers he did dis-
cipline the two children by spank-
ing them. He said on one occa-
sion when they lived in
Rochester, Minn., he had spanked
Bussiere hard enough to leave a
mark on her buttocks, but since
that time he had not spanked her.

An Omnibus Hearing in the
case is scheduled for April 11 at 9

a.m. at the Scott County -

Courthouse.  The court will deter-
mine at that time whether there is

enough evidence to bring the case’

against Merkt to trial.

Merkt is charged with second
degree murder for which the
penalty is imprisonment for not
more than 40 years.

Bussiere's funeral is on
Thursday, March 14 at 2 p.m. at
St. Luke's Lutheran Church in
New Richmond.
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By Jim Adams B
Star T nbune Staff Writer

Bnan Merkt tesuﬁed Monday in Shakopee that  [§y

he did not rape or murder his girlfriend’s 3-year-old
daughter last year. But a prosecutor in the Scott
County courtroom highlighted contradictions about
how Merkt cleaned blood off his hands. . . ...
/-Mackenzie Bussiere was found nude and severely
brulsed March 9,.1996, in the Shakopee farmhouse

where she lived with Merkt, her 5-year-old sister
and*her molher,,Tma Bussiere. Merkt, 22," was
watchlng the girls while their mother was shopping.
He':has _said’that hé awoke from a nap to find -

Mackenzre at'the bottom of the stairs.

. Mackenzie’s blood and traces of vomlt were".‘:r.
found on Merkt’s jeans and long underwear; Scott:

County Attorney Tom Harbinson -suggested:that ‘|

Merkt forced her to perform oral sex. Harbinson*
noted that under questioning by the defense, Merkt:
said he'washed his hands after cleaning Mackenzie'
of blood and taking off her soiled underpants ‘Lab: -
tests found no trace of her blood or fecal matter/f e
under his fingernails. . -- - S g

:But.the prosecutor had Merkt review hrs state

ment to police that the girl’s blood got on the crotch -
of his long underwear because he wiped his hand "
there. When the prosecutor asked Merkt whether he '
hadn’t:just testified that he washed his hands,
Merkt replied: "I don’t beheve I.did. No, I drdn t St

' &7 Merkt said. heplac her on the: ﬂoor by a hvmg
: Merkt, 'said -his ]eans were unzrpped and the : el
- awoke this time, her;fac

wash my hands.”

vomit ‘could have gotten on his long underwear as
he held the girl after she fell. -
"The prosecutor also got Merkt to admit that he

spanked Mackenzie after January 1996, despite tell- :
ing police that he quit spanking her after leaving 42

weltsion her that time. After that, “I patted her.’]

didn’t take her over my knee and spank her," he - :

)ald

ine,”.he told police that day. =~ - !

'He said her mother, with' whom he had lrved forl
ibout _three'vmonths, put Mackenzie down for a nap -

et

‘

He said he couldnt explain -how Mackenzre s .1
body temperature dropped 15 degrees below nor-. “d
mal the day of the incident. R ~ twi

.“When'I come home.for. breakfast she wis 2

"playroom and'f
-“Mackenzie, Merkt ¢
“hour,:He sard he’

told them tHat h Id washcloth to wipe her -
face dnd never s e profuse, rectal and vagmal
_bleeding that doct 5

en S ;
‘,§ ¢ leep for about an -
‘screams and found ;

vas sleeprng Polrce, 3
the bathtub, sur-:
mrsed that Merkt shi er. off in"cold water He

A P ety s W% A

resuscrtate her before

~<“Were you lyir
day?” Gray dske
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