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Closing arguments began
Wednesday morning in the murder
trial of Brian Merkt, 23, who is ac-

- cused of raping and murdering the 3-
year-old daughter of his live-in girl-
friend in ‘Shakopee in March 1996.

The jury was expected to begin
deliberations Wednesday afternoon,
after this edition went to press.

>k Monday, Merkt demed

I fg to Jury

In perhaps the most dramatic tes-
in the trial, which began its

nap, he found the girl at the bottom of
stairs.

“You beat up Mackenme and ﬁ
raped her, and then you concocted this
whole story about the stairway fall.
Isn’t that right?” Scott County Attor-
ney Tom Harbinson insisted. .

- “No, that is not right,”
Merkt
- On March 9 last year Shakopee
~ pohce and Scott County sheriff’s dep-
uties were dispatched to the Merkt
~ homeat2111- Valley View Road after ;

rephed '

say the girl was sexually penetrated
and had severe bruises on her body.

Merkt, who was babysﬂtmg Macken- '
zie and her 5-year-old sister that day, -

contends that when e awoke from a

- 9»11 caII from Merkt at 2 11 pur

911

s Healtl .
in Minneapolis, where she was kept :

on life support until the next day, when
doctors deterrnned she was bram

MERKT to Page 10

,dead

- On Monday, Harbmson pressed
Merkt, quizzing him about apparent
contradictions about how Merkt
cleaned blood off his hands.

The girl’s blood and some vomit
were found on Merkt's jeans and long
underwear. Harbinson suggested that

kt forced the girl to perform oral
. He also noted that under ques-
mng b  defense attorney Earl Gray,
1e washed his hands after

led underpamts Harbinson
erkt to review his statement
to police that the girl’s blood got on
the crotch of his underwear because
he wiped his hand there. When he
asked Merkt whether he hadn’t just’
testified that he washed his hands, the
‘defendant replied: “I don’t believe I
did. No, I didn’t wash my hands.”

Harbinson also pointed out that
Iab tests found no traces of the girl’s
blood or fecal material under Merkt S
ﬁngernaﬂs

n mtnued from Page 1

Merkt said that his jeans were un- -
zipped and that the vomit could have

ning the girl of blood and remov-

gotten on his long underwear while
he held the girl after she fell.

Under questioning by Harbinson,
Merkt admitted that he spanked
Mackenzie after January 1996, de-
spite telling police that he had quit
spanking her after striking her hard
enough to leave welts on her body at
ahat time. But he said he j just “patted

€er.”

The defendant also said he d]dn t

ature could have dropped to 15 de-
grees below normal the day of the in- .
cident. ,
Defense attomey Gray has sua-

~ gested that the girl had gone outside
inthe frigid weather while Merkt was

sleeping and that that accounted for
her body temperature.

But authorities contend that Merkty _h
‘washed the girl with ¢old waterinthe

bathtub; where blood stams were
found.

- murder, one count of second

_criminal sexual conduct.

ferkt sald he washed the glrl

‘wnh a cloth, and that he never s

the rectal and vaginal bieedmg i
doctors found.

Merkt lived w1th the glrl S mo
er, Justina Bussiere, and MacKenzi
S-year-old sister. They had mov

from Wisconsin a short time bef
; ~the girl’s death.

~ Merkt, who had resided in St
kopee for about a month before 1

_death of the girl, was indicted by

~ Scott County grand jury on May 7
know how Mackenzie’s body temper-

year on two counts of first-deg

murder and two coun

A doctor who conducted an aut(

sy on the girl ruled that she died frc
"sevnre head trauma thatfcouid 1

g
conmstent with attempted penatran
thh a pems or some kmd of objec



