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.,. Closing arguments began
Wednesday morning in the mur?er
trial of Brian Merkt, 23, who is ac-
cused of raping and murdering the 3-
y.."ar.9,1d-,Sughter of , his Jina,.ln rt.
friend in,Shakopee:in March.19d3; :. 

,

- 
The jury was expected to begin

deliberations Wednesday afterno6n,
after this editloIl Wentto.press. , "

In prhaps the m st dianatie tes.
tlmofy in the trial, which began its
fourth week Monday, Merh ienied
Scou Counry.* Anomiy Tom Harbin-
son's accusafion that he beat the girl
and raped her.

fhe Sir.L J-ffiq;ptd Mackenzie
Bussiere,died on Mqrch I0last year,
the day aftcrau&orities found h6rin-
jured in the Shakopee home, Her
death was a6tibuted to severe head
trauma. and medical authorities also
say- $e girl was sexually penetrated
and had severe bruises 6n her bodv.
Merkt, who was babysiming Maciri-
zie andher S-year-old sister that day,
cotrt*I.rds thx when he awoke.froe'a'

I
dead.

,On, lvtronday, Har,b'inson Bressed'
Msrht':',quie-z.ing.him,abo u1, appare*t
contradictions about how Merkt
el8*aed b.lood: off tiis,hands "

", r,T,hc.girl'9 b;lood.and sorne vomit
'wercf,sund on Merktlsjeans and long
u.ldeilvear, .Hattirtson ;suggegd that
&{*e*t,f.cree0 tlil girl to,perform,ord,
,*dri;,-Ke,,also loted,that under qu€J,
&nin* by def*se anorley EarI Ciay,
t{erkt saiO he washed his hands after
*aning the girl oiblood and remov-
'W,h€r,soildid.tindesa;lts 

" 
Il ioson

: asked lvferkt,to rev.iew,his.,staiernent :'

ro police;:xhat'the'girl:*,,fi d got on
the' etoteh of ,his llndeiweai. because
he, wiped,his'hand ,there, When he
asked Merkt whether herhadnli just
testiflcd,that he washedhis hirnds,'the,
defea$an!:replied:-,':I n't betrievg 1

.dld. F{or L.didn't was_b-!rny, hands."
'': ,, :H44bi.11sq1 

.also pointed out that
lab tetts:found no traees,.of,the girlis
blood or fecal materid,under:Merkt's
fingernails.

., r,'' .Merl$ said.lie,w.ashed,the,girf,
,'Wjih,'a cloth;:ar:d.thtit he never 9l
*re reCtal : aRd: vaginal.bleecrng' tf
doctors found-

' Mer t lived with the girl'.s mo
.,,er, JustinaBussisre; aad Mael&nzi

: 5-year.old'sister; They' had,,mov
,:.ftoar,'Wiscohsin a short tirne..bef,{

the girl's death.
,.:, Meiktr who'had,resided.in:Sl
kopee for about a month before t

,:,death. tllg gir-I,, was indicted,bj
'.Se County glandjury onMay'?-I
ye{}r oil two connts od.flrs{.degr
Ssrdei;,sne csurt :s{.$gi_q$Bd..de,gl
-rn$def &nd twc eorrrtts:.cf:f,4.sli

r, crirrrinal sexual, coniJriet,,,,'r:..: ri :': : :

.', Adoctcrwhocondldtedan,a*ti
1g]. oa the'girl ruled thatshe diod fr1
: se:\/is1e. lisad:,EdUfrra.{ti**,edalif :.i

, hd-ve resul{ed.from arr aeaideffil l
, down staiis,, dtld that :fisr death'ila
ho*icide,' A:td :,tlta rdott{x.:sfid, tl
injuries to the girl's vaginal &reo wr
consistent with attempted penetrati

. with, a peais- or s0rne kind of *bjil

nap, he founa tfre girl at the bottom of
starrs.

, . r '!You beat up:Mae*erizie,auii.
raped her, and then you concocted this
whole story about the stairway fall.

. .Isnl$at1!ehr??, Seon Couc1lAttor-,,
ney Tom,Harbiason insisted.-,'' . '.r'i,,::

"No, that is not right," replied'Me*r
On March 9 last year. Shakooee

police and Scott Couniy sheriff,s dep-
uties were dispatched to the Merkt
hone at 211l'Valley View Road aftCr
a 9ll call from Merkt at 2:11 p.m.
Merkt told 9ll dispatchers ihat
MaclGnzie had failen-dowu a flight
of stairs and w.as not breathins. F;
lice found thC girl nude ad UiuiseA
and began resuscitati,oo gtroms,

The girl was airlifted from St.
Francis Regional Medical Center in
Shakopee to Children's Health Care

,,in S-r4! qlpliE where slielwas.ktrt,,,
.,9' 1i& suprt untillheaext day $tiii,
doctors determined ishe. was, brain,
IVIERKT to Page I0

Merkt said thal his,jeans were,tln- :

zi:pped and that the vomitrculd have,'
gotten on his.loqg,underru.8*r while
he,held the girl after'she'fcl1.,.r., ,', ' ,

' Under questioning, by.:I{arbinson,
Merkt .admitrted,thal,h.B,lspa.nleed .
Mackenzie after }anriary.,if96,. de-,.,
sgite telling police,t t}lefie .'quit
spanki n! her., afret . striking:.h+r:.hrrird,.r
enoughrio:Ieave welts on,her.bo-dy.' at,,
that tirne. But he said he jusr jla:atted:l

her." . ", .,

Thedefendant alss said he-didn1t,-
knaw'how,Mackenzieii body telrrper'..
ature co*ld have dropped'ta,15, de-r,
glees below noimal lhe day sf !he,iR.. rl

cident.
Defense attorlrey Gray has sug-

gested thatthegirl had gone outside
ir' .&gid,rr, g_r&€r.while Mer.tt w*s,
sle€piqg ryIif,that.,that: accounted,for
her body temperature.
,':,,: But authorities contEnd,thatL{erkr'
leashed &e girl with coltl,.wstcr:in{he:::
bathtub, where blood stains were
found, ,, ':,


