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,BriaaiMerkt te- ed MoRday,in Shakopee that
!e difl nor.rape or murder his girifriend,s S-year_old
daughter last year. But a prolecutor in the Scon, eounty,courtxrorn highlighied cofiradictions,abOut
howMerkt.cleanedblood-:otrfrisfra*as.', . :: .

, .-Macke$giqBussiere was{ound,nude arid severelv
bruised March 9, I996, in the Shakopee farmhousl
where she lived with Merkt, her S-vear-old sister
and her mother, Tina Bussiere. Merkt, ZZ, was

. yalqhing lq* gr"ds ra,lrtte',their rnorher was Shopping
He-,has said,,that.he awoke from a nan ti-fini
Mackenzie at the bottom of the stairs.

Mackenzie's,.blo$d.and traEes, v,ornit were
,. Q.u,nd.,oa Merkt:s ie*ns arrd l*ng undeiweal;' getli

County Atlorney Tom Harbins"on suggested that
Merkt forced her to perform orai sef"Uarbinson
noted that under questioning by tne aefense, toterki
sald he washed his hands after cleaning Mackenzie
of blood and taking off her soiled und6rprnt*, GU
tests found no trace of her blood or feial matter

,,,' r::B1l.! tti! :Proseeutir hiid,Merkt review-his srate-,
menr to police that the girl,s blood got on ih" crotch
of his lo-ng underwear "becau.e 

tre"wipe* [is nana
mere. wrlen the prosecutor asked Merkt whether he
I3,t".f Jql Es.{ngd ,rhat he,+qa ed:his }rards,l
tvter-kt reptied: "l don't believe I did. No, I didn,i
wash mvhands."

N{erkt said his jeq4s werd unzipped and rhevomit Coiild have [otten on his long underwear as
ne held the girl aftersb fulI

The plo,secutor also got Merkt to admit thatJre
spanl(ed Mackenzie after January lgg6, despite tell-
::g.t"]yl tlat he quit sp3nrg-s r, 

". 
uit"ii" uri"s

werrs on Iier that time. After that, "I patted her. jdidn't tale her over rny tnu.ina +'r"k*;;;;; h;
',,.,-,said. edu}dx,t:e lain hsw,'${*at(enziels

bod1, temperarure dropped' IS degreei Gl;;;;r.:
ma] tle day of the incident.

:,.1, 11 $!n:l Co:nerhoA-9,:, ,br€akfa*,.,,, 
" 5tre was...'fin9,il.',. ,t0ldpo atdii t . ,'.'' '" ",,,,---- '-*".

He said her mother, wiih whom he had lived for*out thream-*nths; p*t M!4keneie d*** f;r-. 1rp

about 12:30 p.m., left her sister in an unstairs
playroom and wenr sfrgnnin"g.Afrer checking on

, Mackenzie'Merkt said, lie feflasleep for about,an
hou1, ge..said he awoke to her screams andTouna'
herat-thefoot,ofthdstairs, ",' . : :r':-.-------

^ 
In opening arguments, defense attorney Earl

lray.sqqculated thar the girl had gone outside in
tne mgld \^,eather while Merkt was sleeping. police,
who found her blood stains in tfre biffib, sur_
mieq,{rltat.Merkaiw*$hed her aff iu esla,,waier- Ue
loldthemrlhx,lie edaco,ldwashih d.lvj6hJ,,
faqe,aid n'eve. frsaw rh*.prtfuse, r*.i6.*6.qgi6$,,
ble'eding,tfta1'frfstoyg,fouid, - . , ,,' .,:1. :..:l,il

-^lfttlqd he ptaced her on.rhe floor by a tiving
room sota to watch her, but dozed off. When h6
41r.6&,e.tE**,time;.her,faee.X*s.bt '. d.tre'iii"i i,

Harbhson pressed bi-w -'
"You beat up Mackenzie and raped her, and th'en

f:ll.^11.._r.._t..{ 1ni^1,ynqte story about rhe stair"wny
mil, tsn t that right?" he demanded.

"No, that is not right," Merkt replied evenlv.
., ^91*l-llllqwed ryith several questions, iriiplyrng
mat Merkt's inconsistent statements mav havi Seei
du.e to the.pressure of the day hu *"J iiru;;gd;J
twic* q4d rthen,:itrys-1ed.

Said Merkt, "I was tired and it was hectic.,
, "^Ygr" you lying and did you bear this child that

"I was not lying and I never touched her.,,

Maekettzic 8u$siere, Brian Me*t


