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Bryan Merkt destroyed the lives
of not one, rl'rrt three, children, his
ex-girlfriend tCstified Friday
before he was sentenced to 25
years in prisgn, for killing her 3-
year-old daughter.
. Mackenzie Bussiere'died at,the

riesr, bruisesi.,GdrPet'
burns and tears in her
genitalia. Her S-year-
old sister, Nicole, who
was home at the time,
is still in foster care;
Merkt is required to
pay for her therapy.

And Merkt's own
baby, whom Tina Her-

. dahl was pregnant
with, has been given
up for adoption.

"He should sit in
that prison and suffer
many years for eveqy
year that 'Kenzie did-
n't get to live," said

,Herdahl, "whor "had
been engaged to Merkt
and left her two girls in
his care that day. "I
hope he think of what
he did to my sweet lit-
tle'Kenzie and that his
guilt eats him alive-"

Merkt, a 23-year-
. old farmhand,, had

nothing to say before
' hearing his sentence

the.child'must haVc fallenwlrile he '
was asleep.
'', Mer'kt maintains,that,he ts ih-,
nocent and will appeal his cop-
viction,a-nd sent€nce, said.his at-
torney, Earl Gray.
,','Grav' said,.he thinks Iudge

Thomes }lowe erred :during'tlle
3Yz-week, trial, .for example, hy
alloraing te*imony thfrt Mefkrhad
se6ually,molested : Nieole,. Tlie

.r:pfosecutor ,, said
Nicole's statement to
,* doc.to*sflppo$ed his
aSsertion thig

, Mackenzie's injuriSb,
,,including,a tom Ly-
men, weren't acci-,,,.dental.'" :

..: ,fli6 , iudge ,also
,'gr-ant d s ott:eounty
Attorney Tom Har-
binson's request that
Merkt submit a DNA
sample for the state's
sexual offender data

.':baRk;.,Grty o'bieet6il,
but the prosecutor
said the law permits_it
even for a person ac-
quitted of rape if heis

..'corrvicted, of anotlibr
serious crime linkedto
ir.

,"' ,'The'data bank al-
lows officials to link

,, .ne.w, ssx cifuries to,pdgt
offenders.

Bryan Medrt

"'Merkrfs ex.*iil-
fiie-nd, who aowlives

,her , virtim-impcEt
statement,, that,', shers, . ruorritd

for, illffito'dd

coupleJ s- Shakopee farnlhouse last
vear with head inju- 

-

pronounced,in Scsfi Countv Dis.
trict'Gourl in,Sliakopee..Itis twice
that recommended for second-
degree unintentional murder.
lA[th tinie off for good.,b€havior,
he could be released'irrf.about 16

about l$icole and,:thg girl bsrtl iS
Se_ptqmbei who* nherd,,gin4h
up for adoption.

"lt would have been selfish for
me tokeep.hsr Shedeserve a,fdlr

years. A jury acquitted,Meikt. of ,' chance :at, tife; and, I ain ws,iried
rape and figstde.gree,' mruder.,,' about Brtatcomi,ng to find Nics-le
ehaIges. . ,',' , : .' . .:and'eventhe,bAby;,-.,.YOUte#t'' Maeke$eie:was,fcundagde andr..hustwhathe:will lry:henhe,gers
coVered,withbniises at,$efootof . olr:tofpdsdl"rrl,,' .,, :, - ..

a,ffight cf stairsMarch $,+9$6'.Her',-' ,:,,, Het--t said*h** atso.tirEd.of
blood and vomit were found on defending her reputition as a

,,Merkti-s jeaals.q1{,lo4glllr.dri.*w.gqf : :,.6d1fu5.,:,i'., ,'---'r",r1' ' I'.,..'1.:,.
' aft.qhe ca1led.pp,Jke,sayiagrthat',, , ' L; ., '{
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